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The Bishop’s Address

“Double-Down on Prayer”
The 115th Annual Diocesan Convention

Welcome to OUR Diocesan Convention. Let’s start with a verbal challenge. I am on a campaign to  change the adjective 
that goes before diocese. Most often we say “the” diocese – as in “there are parishes” and then there is “the” diocese with 
the implication that “the diocese” is the staff at 37 Chestnut Street in Springfield. But the fact is that we are all in this 
together. “The diocese” is not just my staff. It is all of our churches, and all of our ministries, and all of the holy work 
God has given us to do in this time and this part of God’s world. We are in this together. From Stockbridge to Sutton, 
from Southwick to Fitchburg, from Williamstown to Whitinsville. From the Connecticut border to Vermont and New 
Hampshire. Yes, Yankee fans and Red Sox fans. So let’s change the adjective to “OUR diocese.” Because that is who we 
are. Today, if anyone says “the diocese”, I invite you to lovingly wave your hands. And this anti-casino bishop bets he 
will fail this challenge as well and will need to be reminded.

The line from last year’s convention speech that was quoted the most on Twitter and Facebook and in actual in person 
conversation was “we are going to double-down on social justice.” Remember that? Here is the line I hope you take 
away from this year: “in OUR Diocese we are invited to double-down on prayer.” Before I express the “why” and “how” 
of doubling down on prayer, let’s look at what the Holy Spirit did with the “double-down on social justice commitment” 
in the past year. Because the Holy Spirit ran with it. And this will not be a complete list.

In this year our Creation Care Missioner, Margaret Bullitt-Jonas has been engaged more than ever with our churches. 
And represents us, and now the United Church of Christ, at numerous politically strategic events, so much so that 
she received the 2016 “Steward of God’s Creation Award” from the National Religious Coalition of Creation Care. 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry put me on the “Commission for Socially Responsible Investing” for the church 
nationally “because” he said “brother I want you to do there what Western Massachusetts is doing regarding climate 
change.”

We have begun Toward the Beloved Community: Holy Conversations About Race in our Diocese. This grew out 
of conversations on our Social Justice Committee after we all read the book The New Jim Crow. The first one was well 
attended and provided a safe space for people to talk about race. Our church is a place where Black Lives matter…and 
Blue Lives matter…and all lives matter. But we are still a long way from the Beloved Community that God intends. 
Michael Curry has made racial reconciliation one of his priorities and now it is one of ours too. I encourage you to 
participate in future Holy Conversations. We have collaborated with an organization called Ashes to Ashes and prayed 
a funeral service in Springfield for the 4000 African Americans who were lynched between 1865-1965. Then many of 
you prayed those names out loud in your churches on “Speak My Name Day.”

Bishop Alan Gates, Bishop Gayle Harris and I have addressed the public health crisis of gun violence numerous times 
and actively support Attorney General Maura Healey in her attempt to close loop-holes in the assault weapons ban. 
Many of our churches take part in the annual Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath to mark the anniversary of the shooting 
at Sandy Hook. On the first Sunday in June many of us wore orange - orange is the color that hunters wear so they won’t 
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be accidently shot by other hunters. We wore orange to say 
“we are human and do not wish to be shot” in response to 
the 33,000 people a year who die from gun violence and 
in the 300 mass shootings (4 or more people) that have 
happened this year. We are working with an organization 
called Don’t Stand Idly By to encourage gun manufacturers 
to use the technology already available for “safe guns” – 
guns that require the finger print of the owner to fire.

There are twenty three million refugees right now. It is the 
largest displacement of people since World War II. The Bible 
is clear in giving us a mandate to “welcome the stranger.” 
Among many passages we hear this from Leviticus 19:34 
–The alien who resides with you shall be to you as a citizen 
among you. You shall love the alien as yourself. For you 
yourselves were aliens in the land of Egypt…Egypt where 
Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus lived as refugees for two 
years. We are working with Ascentria (the former Lutheran 
Social Services) to help refugees. I spent a day with New 
Americans working at their New Lands Farms. More about 
Ascentria later today. And St. John’s in Northampton is 
working with Catholic Charities on helping refugees adjust 
to new life here. This is holy work. This is Gospel work.

Ministry with Veterans is taking off throughout our Diocese. 
We have a lunch and arts program in Northampton, 
lunches for Vets in Springfield, West Springfield, Webster 
and Holyoke and another veterans lunch will be offered 
soon in Greenfield. We are seeing an average of 50 people 
at each location weekly. Some vets have told me that these 
lunches are the only experiences of community they have 
all week.

More and more of our churches are embracing forms of 
“outdoor” church and “laundry love” where we hear the 
stories and enter into relationship with people experiencing 
poverty. That is happening in Pittsfield, Springfield, 
Greenfield, Worcester, Milford to name just a few. I’ll never 
forget Meredyth Ward’s Celebration of a New Ministry in 
a laundromat and the blessing of the “Walking Together” 
office in the Main South section of Worcester. In that room 
were Congressman Jim McGovern, other  dignitaries, 
Episcopalians from our Worcester area churches, and 
people experiencing homelessness, all  in one place. And 
most recently, a much needed Sober House opened at The 
Church of the Reconciliation in Webster. These stories and 
more will be told throughout this day.

“Doubling down on social justice” is not a one year 
commitment. Michael Curry says “we are the Episcopal 
Branch of the Jesus Movement that is out to change 
the world from the nightmare it is for so many into the 
dream God has for it.” As long as God’s dream is alive, 
a dream that is made so clear in the Bible and in the 
witness of the saints, we are called to work passionately 
with Jesus’ mission of mercy, compassion and hope.

This is my 5th Convention in our Diocese. My first one 
was as bishop-elect in 2012. Since Gordon  Scruton 
handed off the crozier to me on December first of 
that year, I’ve traveled a lot of miles on the Pike…and 
a lot of backroads to little towns. 136,000 miles to be 
exact. I’ve seen this depth of prayer with my own eyes 
in big churches and small and all those in-between. 
I am grateful to serve a diocese where prayer already 
matters. And yet we can get distracted by many things 
if we are not careful. We can lose our focus on the heart 
of our faith: Jesus Christ. And so I invite you to join me 
in doubling down on prayer.

Let’s look at what that commitment might look like. 
And I’ll begin, as I often do, with Thomas Merton, 
the Roman Catholic monk, who wrote 60 compelling 
books on the spiritual journey. He wrote:

“If we descend into the depth of our 
own spirit, and arrive at our center, we 
confront the inescapable fact that at the 
root of our existence we are in immediate 
and constant contact with God.”

“At the root of our existence, we are in immediate and 
constant contact with God.” As we run from thing 
to thing, it does not always seem that way. Instead it 
seems like we have immediate and constant contact 
with anxiety. We live in anxious times in our nation, in 
our world AND in our church. And we can’t think that 
anxiety away. We can’t make it stop by force of our will. 
We can only be set free to be authentically human by 
finding the source of our life and the meaning of our 
life in God. Our God who is as close as our next breath. 
It is by entering intentionally into that relationship that 
we are transformed. No one says that better than last 
night’s speaker, my friend Rob Wright:
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“God causes freedom in people. Freedom to 
be authentic. Freedom from fear. Freedom 
for improvisation. Freedom to befriend the 
world. God is a freedom God and God’s 
people are in the freedom business.”

What a vision! I want to live that way. Do you?

But remember what Thomas Merton said. He had an 
“if ” clause in there. “We confront the fact that we  are in 
immediate and constant contact with God” – the freedom 
God- “if we descend to the depth of our own spirit and 
arrive at our center.”

My invitation to us is to go deeper. And that is a place 
where average Sunday attendance is not the only measure 
of our faithfulness. It is a place below our anxiety about 
the stewardship campaign. It is a deep place of connection 
to the Living God, that will not be destroyed by a church 
argument about taking out the pews and replacing them 
with chairs.

What does the “how” of doubling down on prayer look 
like? How do we go deeper? There are multiple dimensions.
One is a renewed dedication to daily and if possible, more 
than daily prayer in our lives. I have “holy jealousy” of the 
Muslim tradition of set prayer times throughout the day. In 
our own tradition we have the Liturgy of the Hours, which 
many of us continue to pray daily. There is a wonderful story 
of the Wesley brothers, John and Charles, who founded the 
Methodist movement. They were asked who taught them 
the most about God. They said their mother. Now John 
and Charles were not their mother’s only children. She 
had 16 others! But there would be a time in everyday when 
Susanna Wesley would sit down at the kitchen table and 
put her apron over her head. And the children knew not to 
bother mom for the next twenty minutes because she was 
praying.

My mother was a person with a deep commitment to 
prayer. A few years after she died in 1977, all too young at 
the age of 47, my sister found two prayers she hand wrote 
on the first page of a medical book she had as a nurse. The 
first prayer is called Nine Consecutive Hours, meaning 
that this prayer should be said every hour for nine hours 
in a row - such a Roman Catholic thing to do! The prayer 
begins “O Jesus, who has said, ask and you shall receive, 
seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened to 

you, through the intercession of Mary, thy most holy 
mother, I knock, I seek, I ask that my prayer be granted.”

Then it says “make your prayer request.” And then there 
is another biblically centered prayer followed by “make 
your prayer request.” Followed by a third biblically 
themed prayer and then one last “make your prayer 
request.” Remember she did that every hour for nine 
hours. While having a hyperactive son who liked to 
jump down stairs instead of walking down them. This 
is being intentional about a relationship with the Living 
God.
And the second prayer she has written down is the 
Prayer of St. Francis. “Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow love. 
Where there is despair, hope. Where there is sadness, 
joy. It is in giving that we receive. It is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life.” She never heard Rob Wright 
preach, but I think she knew the freedom God.

Doubling down on prayer means a commitment to 
daily prayer. Even in the midst of our too busy lives or 
maybe because of our too busy lives. My prayer practice 
is to pray early in the morning and then I’m off and 
running. I’m going to make a commitment to practice 
what I preach and to schedule in 15 minutes of prayer 
in the middle of every day. Doubling down on prayer.

Maybe doubling down on prayer means a deeper 
commitment to Bible Study. In groups and in private.  
On Sundays, we get short bible passages. I invite you to 
take one gospel at a time and read it straight through. 
If you are really busy, know that Mark is the shortest 
one. There is transforming power in reading the Jesus 
story as a whole and remarkable life. And, if you want 
to connect it to social justice, I invite church leaders to 
offer a course looking at all the times that Jesus quotes 
the prophets – especially his favorite, Isaiah.

Prayers belonging to Louise Fisher, RN. 
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And I invite you to consider a parish program that is 
about going deeper in prayer and in bible study  called 
Renewal Works. Pam Mott can tell you all about it. Pam 
also has another exciting possibility for our churches. 
It is called Prayer 5/30. It is a commitment to pray 5 
minutes a day for 30 days or a season, checking in on 
Facebook with a community that is making the same 
commitment and joining you in prayer.

A renewed commitment to prayer might look like 
prayer with our brothers and sisters from other faith 
traditions. Rumi, a 13th century Sufi mystic wrote: 

“Prayer clears the mist and brings peace 
back to the soul. Every morning, every 
evening, let the heart sing ‘there is no 
reality but God’.” 
God transcends any one expression, any one faith 
tradition. In the past couple of years I have been blessed 
to pray with rabbis and imams and Buddhists. We have 
been in our faith tradition silos for so long, that does 
not happen naturally. I invite our church leaders to be 
intentional in seeking out relationships with those from 
other traditions. Do it for the sake of the communities 
we live in and do it so our people might go deeper 
into the mystery that is God. Talk to members of the 
Cathedral about the enthusiasm generated by our new 
“rabbi in residence” Mark Shapiro.
 
And I invite us to consider opportunities to pray 
in languages besides English. Prayers in Spanish 
demonstrate a welcome to the largest growing 

demographic in the Commonwealth. And if you ever sang 
“Alabaré”, you know God is smiling.

Doubling down on prayer might include a commitment 
to public prayer. Now I know all our churches are open to 
the public and all are welcome. But we are in a new era. 
People are not coming to us like they used to and we need 
to go out to them. We need to witness to the faith like St. 
Paul and the Apostles who prayed on street corners. We 
did that on my walk through OUR diocese. Many of you 
are doing that on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Last 
Good Friday I was in Worcester and, as church people 
walked along, we were joined by all manner of people 
who usually did not go to church, but they were drawn by 
the cross lifted high and the compelling story of Jesus. A 
reporter from the Worcester Telegram joined us. Now my 
experience is that when reporters come to something like 
this, they get a picture and a quote from me and then they 
are off to the next thing. But this reporter stayed the whole 
time. And when she wrote her article, she did not include 
a quote from me but she did quote several of our pilgrims 
who were experiencing homelessness. The Holy Spirit was 
all over that prayer walk.

Public witness prayer and social justice can go together. 
The House of Bishops has done this several times. In 
Washington D.C. and in Salt Lake City we had processions 
to pray for peace in the midst of the public health crisis 
of gun violence. We will be doing that again in Chicago 
this spring to draw attention to the Unholy Trinity of 
Racism, Guns and Poverty. We are clear that these are not 
demonstrations but prayer. Not marches but processions. 
We are not another advocacy group; we are a people at 
prayer. Episcopalians are good at liturgy so why not take 
what we are good at and bring it to the street?

That is happening right here in our diocese in the next 
couple of weeks. On the Sunday night before Election Day, 
our deacons will be leading a prayer service on the streets 
of Worcester. We will be  praying for wisdom in the choices 
we make and we will be praying for peace and reconciliation 
after a particularly bitter and divisive campaign season. The 
deacons will offer those prayers again, here in Springfield,   
on election eve.

On November 13th we are gathering at the Heifer Farm 
in Rutland with our friends in the Lutheran and UCC 
churches for “We Are the Earth: Public Prayer for the 
Planet.” Margaret is leading us in a liturgy that renews our 
dedication to following Jesus, and that bears witness to our 
sacred calling to protect the Earth and create a more just 
and sustainable way of life.
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Also in November, the Berkshire Clericus is organizing 
an Interfaith Prayer Pilgrimage in the Berkshires 
addressing our addiction crisis. As you know the opioid 
epidemic is having a devastating impact in New England. 
Thank you, Michael, for your leadership.

And in June the Episcopal churches of New England are 
sponsoring a pilgrimage down the Connecticut River 
- the whole river. I will be with them for the journey 
that goes through Massachusetts and Connecticut. It is 
a way to celebrate God’s gift of this river, its history and 
highlight baptism imagery.

I am often asked what the future of the Church looks 
like. With you, there is much that the Holy Spirit has yet 
to reveal to us. Whatever that future is, I am sure public 
prayer witness will be a growing part of it.

Private prayer. Bible Study. Public Prayer. 
Our model for this is Jesus. He was committed to all 
of that. Jesus told us to “pray always and do not lose 
heart.” Prayer shaped the life of Jesus. And for the next  
few minutes I invite you to look with me at the prayer 
that I think might have been with him his whole life 
long. A prayer that might become our prayer too. It is a 
prayer that we know as one of the seven “last words” of 
Jesus, spoken while he suffered on the cross. It is Luke 
23:46. “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” 
According to Luke, they were the final words of Jesus as 
“he breathed his last.”

Jesus might have summoned up those words from the 
depth of his soul for the first time because they fit the 
moment. But I think he practiced those words for a long 
time before his final breath. I think he made those words 
so much a part of his living that they came naturally and 
spontaneously to him at the end.

Could it be that when Jesus preached his first sermon 
at Nazareth – you know the one where “everyone 
was amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth” and then five minutes later they wanted to throw 
him off a cliff - that one. Could it be that as they “drove 
him out of town and led him to the brow of the hill, 
so they might hurl him off the cliff ”, Jesus was praying 
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” And he 
did not have time to put that prayer request in every 
hour for nine hours like my mom did. But somehow the 
prayer was answered and as the Bible tells us “he passed 

through the midst of them and went on his way” – perhaps 
experiencing resurrection long before he died.

And maybe he practiced that prayer when he was in a house 
filled with people because they wanted to hear Jesus preach. 
The house was so full no one else could get in. Outside the 
door was a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. His four friends 
knew, if they could just get him in to see Jesus, something 
great would happen. They climbed up on the roof, carrying 
him with them. Then they tore the roof apart and lowered 
him down in front of Jesus. Think of the pressure on Jesus! 
The roof has been torn apart. If this was a house church, the 
junior warden is going to be furious about that roof. Before 
the healing, don’t you think Jesus was saying “Father, into 
your hands, I commend my spirit.”

And when Jesus was out there in a desolate place and 5000 
people gathered. He was preaching and healing all day long. 
As evening drew near, the apostles told Jesus “these people 
are hungry. Send them away.” And Jesus said “you feed 
them.” But instead of looking what they had, they looked 
at what they  did not have and said “we have five loaves and 
two fish. It is not enough.” Jesus took it, thanked God for it, 
broke it apart and gave it away. 5 loaves, 2 fish, 5000 people. 
Don’t you think Jesus might have been thinking “Father, 

The Feeding of the 5000, 
acrylic by Daniel Bonnell.
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I don’t want to look like a fool here. Let this food get 
beyond the first row and out to all 5000. Into your hands 
I commend my spirit.”

Now if this were a crowd of Episcopalians, it certainly 
would go beyond the first row because no one would be 
sitting in the first row. But they were not Episcopalians 
yet, so there were people in the first row and they joyfully 
received the food and broke it and passed it on and God 
multiplied the grace. More resurrection. More being 
set free for improvisation as our brother Rob would 
say. More freedom to take risks. To do things that were 
not done before. Do you think we need that freedom 
in our churches in our diocese, in central and western 
Massachusetts right now?

We could go on and on with these stories. The point 
is that Jesus, the one we follow today, tomorrow and 
through all time, had a prayer shaped life. And so did the 
early church. That is why they were not called Christians 
at first, but followers of The Way. Their faith was not 
an “add on”. One of many things they did. Their faith 
shaped everything they did. And then so many said, “we 
want that kind of life.” A life shaped by prayer and love 
of neighbor (also called social justice.)

We started this Convention Address with an experiment. 
We engaged the challenge of changing “the diocese” into 
“our diocese.” Let’s keep that experiment going. And let’s 
end with another experiment. An early church, Pentecost 
kind of experiment. Earlier, with Thomas Merton, I said 
God is as close as our next breath. I invite you to get 
comfortable in your seats and try to stay still. If you are 
comfortable  closing your eyes, do that. In a moment I am 
going to invite you to breathe in. And as you do, say in your 
mind “come, Holy Spirit.” We will do that together. And 
then we will breathe out together. Are you ready?

Ok. Get comfortable. Feel your feet firmly planted on God’s 
earth. On the count of three we will breathe in and say in 
your soul “come Holy Spirit.”

One, two, three. Breathe in. Come Holy Spirit. Breathe Out.

The word “conspire” means to “breathe together.” That 
means you are now part of a conspiracy. God’s conspiracy. 
God’s plan for the Jesus Movement to change the world 
from the nightmare it is for so many, into the dream God 
has for it. Amen.

+Doug

The Rt. Rev. Douglas J. Fisher
IX Bishop of Western Massachusetts

The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, the tenth bishop of Atlanta, gave the keynote 
address at the banquet Friday evening. The video of his address is available on 
the convention website: www.conventionwma.com.
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Our convention was blessed with interfaith guests. Above 
left: Mr. Mohammed Najeeb of Ascentria Care Alliance 
speaks about services for immigrants and refugees.

Above right: Respected Wissam Abdul-Baki, Imam, Islamic 
Society of Western Massachusetts sits next to Rabbi Mark 
Dove Shapiro - CCC’s “rabbi in residence.”  (Not pictured: 
Rev. Daryl Lobban, Massachusetts Council of Churches)

Left: Bishop Fisher lauds Bruce A. Rockwell on his 
retirement as Bishop’s Assistant for Stewardship. Bruce has 
served our diocese for many years in the areas of finance 
and stewardship. Thank you, Bruce!

After the festive Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral (see cover), a banquet 
prepared at The Marriott. Above: Lee Cheek, Alexizendria Link and the Rev. 
Janet Zimmerman in conversation.
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Pre-Election Vigils Inspire Participation 
and Unceasing Prayer

The vocational deacons of our diocese planned and lead two pre-election vigils in Worcester and Springfield. On 
Sunday, Novemeber 6 the service outside the Worcester City Hall (below) drew many out into the cold to pray for 
wisdom and for our nation. The following evening many gathered on the street in front of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Springfield. (above) to give witness to hope and to God’s abiding presence with us.                                   

After the MA bishops called for “an intense period of prayer” during the 48 hours before the election, vigils were 
planned in congregations all over Western Massachusetts.                                                   Photo above: The Rev. Eric Elley                                     
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Interfaith Prayer in the Berkshires 
Casts Light on Opioid Crisis

“The act of praying 
throughout Berkshire 
County was not just to 
pray for those affected 
(which is all of us), but 

also to weave the strands 
of prayer from all the 
different communities 

together, as a gift of hope 
and strength, that no 

individual, no community 
is alone. What a gift to 
transcend geographical 

and confessional 
boundaries to stand for 

God’s hope!”

- The Rev. Joseph Farnes
St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield

The Berkshire clericus joined with 
interfaith leaders to sponsor a 
public witness of prayer addressing 
the addiction crisis. In the 
Commonwealth 1531 people died 
in 2015 with nearly 500 more in the 
first half of 2016. Heroin, altered 
by the addition of a drug called 
Fentanyl, is now the cheaper and 
deadlier than ever. 

Faced with the impact of such loss, 
faith leaders are coming together 
to heighten public awareness and 
encourage a vigorous renewal of 

drug treatment efforts. Confronting 
the disease of addiction, the family 
needs pastoral support in addition 
to the services that offer the hope of 
a drug-free life. 

The Rev. Michael Tuck led the 
planning, which produced a 
service to be used by all of the faith 
traditions to create “a powerful 
sense of solidarity.” Vigils took 
place  throughout the northern and 
southern Berkshires on November 5 
and 6.

Great Barrington Vigil (left) Photo: Kathy 
Clausen

The Rev. Michael Tuck (above) Vigil at South Congregational Church in 
Pittsfield (above)
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Reclaiming the Space: Mt. Tom

Shortly after Election Day the rocky cliffs of Mt. Tom were defaced with racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim graffiti. 
Volunteers climbed the mountain to wash off the hateful words to the best of their abilities. On Saturday November 
19, the Social Justice Commission of our diocese sponsored a public prayer witness to reclaim the sacred space of the 
mountain. 

After an uphill hike six tenths of a mile, people of all faiths gathered to bless what had been profaned. Adapting the 
liturgy created by the Rev. Lauren Holm to reclaim a place of violence, the assembly used water, words and music to 
cleanse the mountain of hate. Muslims, Christians and Jews raised their hands in a blessing and stood together for 
the power of love to redeem us. 

Local news coverage of the event included live-streaming by the Hampshire Gazette.

Above: The Rev. Peter Swarr - member 
of the Social Justice Commission. Right: 
Bishop Fisher leads a prayer as the Rev. 
Peter Swarr holds the water for blessing.
Photos: Gazette Staff/Sarah Crosby

Left: Robert A. Jonas plays a Japanese flute on the 
mountain top. Photo: Gazette Staff/Sarah Crosby

“We say God is 
love, and we will 

bring his love to this 
mountain.”

- Bishop Fisher
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Evangelism Matters: Reflections and Conference Report
The Rev. Canon Pamela Mott & the Rev. Laura Goodwin

Pam

What do you think of when you hear the word” 
evangelism”?  If you are like many Episcopalians (dare 
I say “most” Episcopalians?) you have a kind of allergic 
reaction. We don’t do that... I don’t want to force my 
religion onto someone else... Never talk about religion 
or politics... I just don’t want to intrude on someone’s 
privacy... I wouldn’t even know where to begin... Any of 
those sound familiar?  

Somehow, speaking openly and honestly about our 
faith in the God whose love knows no bounds, seems 
somehow to be hard, or inappropriate or downright rude!  
I wish you were all with Laura Goodwin and I at the 
Evangelism Matters conference in Dallas recently where 
410 Episcopalians (we know it was 410 because they had 
the capacity for 400 and they were so oversubscribed 
there was a huge waiting list - for an Evangelism 
conference!!  Imagine...).  Worship was spectacular, 
speakers were dynamic, workshop leaders provided ways 
in for people to practice connecting their stories with 
THE story of God’s redeeming love and grace.  As part 
of this 21st Century Congregations, Laura and I will 
partner in sharing our experiences from this inspiring 
conference.  If you want a taste of the experience, click on 
EvangelismMatters.org.

In our Baptismal Covenant, we promise to steep 
ourselves in prayer and fellowship, we promise to 
acknowledge when we have gone astray and turn back to 
God.  We promise to strive for justice and peace, respect 
the dignity of every human being and seek Christ in all 
persons.  But, right in the middle of those 5 questions 
which follow the creed, is this one: Will you proclaim 
by word and example the good news of God in Christ?  
Perhaps you picture someone spouting judgment and 
doom with a megaphone on a street corner when you 
hear that word “proclaim”.  But to proclaim something 
is to “make a claim for” it.  Think about it... Whenever 
you recommend a book or TV show, or museum exhibit,  
or beautiful walking path, you are making a claim for 
something that means something to you.  If we believe 
what we say in the creed, then we believe that this God 
- the one who creates, redeems and sustains us - means 
more than anything to us!  Why would we not share 
that as a gift?  I am not talking about hitting people over 

the head with the way you believe, I am talking about 
spending time in reflection to be able to articulate an 
invitation to experience the God of grace that you have 
experienced.  We practice this on Sunday morning, when 
we come from our lives - jubilant or depressed, hopeful or 
despondent, creative or in a slump, lonely or full up with 
family - and we listen to the prayers and the proclamation 
of the Gospel - the good news.  We hear the good news, 
we hear the sacred history of God’s love in our human 
lives and we hear those alongside our own story.  We are 
invited to connect our story - all of it, the good, the bad 
and the ugly - to a much larger story of grace.  When we 
share our stories, and the connection we make to THE 
story, we are evangelists - announcers of the Good News.  
We are invited in our baptisms - and in the dismissal every 
week! - to practice offering the good news of forgiveness 
(even when that’s hard ), of grace (even when everything 
seems awkward), of love (even when it seems the world is 
full of hate).  As evangelists, we are invited to offer good 
news into a world that badly needs it.  

It takes practice to find our voice, to find the way you 
can offer this great gift that you have been given and that 
is given for the life of the world.  Remember the hymn 
“There is a balm in Gilead”?  One of the verses goes like 
this:  “If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray 
like Paul, you can tell the love of Jesus and say he died for 
all...”  You don’t have to do it like Bishop Michael Curry 
(who spoke twice at the conference - again, check out the 
videos EvangelismMatters.org) - perhaps NO one does 
it like him!  But you can find your own powerful voice 
that arises from your experience.  Practice with a trusted 
spiritual friend.  The gift is yours.  Unwrap it and offer it 
with love and respect in your sphere of influence. Christ 
has no hands but yours, no legs but yours... no voice but 
yours!  

Practical exercise: As we begin the season of Advent, think 
about the messages of expectation that we encounter in 
the readings on Sunday.  Reflect on your own stories of 
expectation and preparation - for a child?  A move? A 
new job? Treatment for an illness? A conversation you 
know will be both difficult and life changing?  What did 
it feel like to anticipate this wonderful or challenging 
event?  As you reflect on this, consider how your story 
connects with and is part of the larger story of God’s work 
in our lives.  Ponder, as Mary does, how our expectation 
of the birth of Jesus into the world is a story that is thrown 
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‘Evangelism Matters’ Videos 
Available Online

https://livestream.com/accounts/12656718/events/6607764

alongside your expectation. Reflecting on your own 
story and making the connection with THE story of the 
overarching love, grace and redemption of God is how 
we begin to find voice for our faith in a world that longs 
to hear the ways in which we are connected.  Consider 
sharing your thoughts and reflections with someone by 
way of practicing evangelism!

Laura 

The epistle and gospel for Advent 1 urge the followers of 
Jesus to “Wake up!” to the possibility that Jesus’ return 
would not be as any of them had planned or expected.  
Instead they are urged to pay attention to what God is doing 
in the present moment and join God’s work in the world.   
Sometimes we all, as individuals and as God’s Church, need 
a ‘wake-up’ call and I believe I was blessed to experience 
that at the Evangelism Matters Conference in Dallas.  The 
Episcopal Church seems to be ‘waking up’ to the reality that 
we have taken our identity as “God’s shy people” a bit too 
seriously and failed to commend the faith that is within us, 
even with one another!  In one of the large-group plenaries, 
Rev. Stephanie Spellers asked people to share reasons why 
we find evangelism so difficult, and one person responded, 
“We don’t want to be tacky!”  Sounds very Episcopal, 
doesn’t it?

Certainly there are models and methods of evangelism that 
are not only tacky, but manipulative and disrespectful, and 
we are right to be wary of them. But there are also ways 
of speaking that create relationships, and offer others the 
‘loving, liberating, life-giving’ ___that we share with God 
in Jesus Christ.  The conference featured many workshops 
that offered very practical ways for doing this.  One of the 
workshops I attended focused on storytelling and how to 
connect our personal story of faith to the great narrative of 
scripture.

In another workshop, we used the business model of the 
“elevator speech’ to frame a way to talk about the gospel. 
Just as an entrepreneur is ready to share his great idea when 

he meets the CEO in an elevator, we were encouraged 
to remember that “the world is our elevator’ and be 
ready to share the Good News when those elevator 
moments present themselves.

I tried a variation on the ‘elevator speech’ with my 
congregation yesterday morning. At the end of the 
sermon, I brought up the well-used slogan “Jesus is the 
Reason for the Season.”  I then asked them to think for a 
minute about if and how that slogan was true for them, 
then invited to share their thoughts with someone near 
them in the pews. And they did!  And they (mostly) 
enjoyed it. 

One of the freebies being offered by at the Office for 
Evangelism and Reconciliation was a little backpack 
with this motto:  ‘Episcopal Evangelist is not an 
Oxymoron.” It may take a while for most of us to feel 
comfortable sharing our faith with words as well as 
deed, but frankly, can you think of a time when our 
world, our friends and neighbors were in MORE need 
of some GOOD NEWS?  
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Forming Digital Ministers for Every 
Congregation in 2017

Victoria Ix
Communications Director | Missioner

Who is doing digital ministry in your congregation? 
Is it the Parish Administrator?

Is it a volunteer?
How much digital ministry is being done by your priest?

These are my questions, as more and more congregations update their websites, create Facebook pages and explore 
the use of video for evangelization. Digital ministry is not “new” anymore. It is an established part of reaching out 
to God’s people. Yet, many congregations are experiencing a shortage of trained or techno-savvy ministers. Digital 
ministry gets divided up among several members of the community, gets included in the job description of admins 
who are already trying to squeeze 40 hours of work into 20, or it falls on the shoulders of the priest, may or may not 
be comfortable with digital ministry. 

Let’s back up for a minute and look at this umbrella term: digital ministry. Let’s look at a list of things that could, 
conceivably, fall under its auspices:

• E-newsletter 
• Website maintenance
• Social media (Facebook is the must-have right now)
• “welcome” video for the website
• regular updates of the parish profile on the Episcopal Asset Map
• sermon podcasts
• live-streaming of the Sunday Eucharist

Now, some of these elements might be the work of your parish administrator. Your rector may prefer to manage 
the FB page or the e-newsletter. But many of these aspects of digital ministry do require a measure of training, 
knowledge of the current platforms available, and some necessary equipment. 
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What if there was a program designed just for training 
ministers who post and Tweet? 

Virginia Theological Seminary created the e-Formation 
learning community in 2002 for this very purpose. The 
annual e-Formation conference held in Virginia continues 
to draw Episcopalians from all over the country. 

In 2017 e-Formation is hitting the road offering four 
regional “boot camps” for digital ministry. Province I is 
co-sponsoring a regional boot camp on March 10-11 in 
Boston at Boston University.

New England eFormation Boot Camp is a wonderful 
opportunity for anyone interested and willing to serve 
the congregation as a digital minister. Whether they are 
just starting out or proficient in some areas, everyone 
will learn something at this two-day workshop. 

Please consider sending someone to e-Formation New 
England Boot Camp and then commission them along 
with all the other ministers in your parish. Whether it’s 
video or Facebook or changing out the service times on 
the website, it is ministry. And this ministry will only 
become more integral to our mission as disciples of 
Jesus. 

See you there?

March 10-11  New England 
eFormation @ Boston University 

sponsored by Province 1, 

Virginia Theological Seminary and Boston 

University School of Theology

I spoke with Sarah Stonesifer about the “boot camp” 
concept. Sarah serves as Digital Missioner and Learning 
Lab Coordinator, Center for the Ministry of Teaching @ 
Virginia Theological Seminary. 

One-hundred-fifty registrants will select from a variety of 
workshops addressing many of the areas that fall under 
the digital ministry umbrella. The hope is to acquire some 
new skills related to the parish website, social media, digital 
newsletters, podcasts and low-budget video production. “I 
think that’s the most exciting thing,” Sarah said, “putting 
out an idea and seeing how people spin off and adapt it for 
their own needs and for their own context.” The keynote 
address will be given by the Rev. Keith Anderson - co-
author of Click 2 Save: The Digital Ministry Bible.

What if your congregation had a Digital Minister? 

Someone who could coordinate all these efforts, be trained 
to do a variety of tasks and be blessed by the community 
for this service? This ministry isn’t going anywhere 
anytime soon. In fact, it will only grow in relevance. These 
platforms are part of a larger effort to tell the Gospel story, 
to invite strangers to become friends, and to proclaim the 
reign of God here and now.                   

“These platforms are 
part of a larger effort to 
tell the Gospel story, to 
invite strangers to become 
friends, and to proclaim 
the reign of God here and 
now.”                 
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We Are The Earth: Public Prayer for the Planet
The Rev. Dr. Margaret Bullitt-Jonas
Missioner for Creation Care

[On November 8], Americans voted into office a presidential 
candidate who has embraced fossil fuels, called climate change 
a hoax, and vowed to withdraw from the Paris agreement. Five 
days later, Christians from across Massachusetts gathered 
on a hillside to reaffirm our dedication to restoring God’s 
creation. Led by five of the top Protestant and Roman Catholic 
leaders in our Commonwealth, we prayed and sang under an 
open sky as the afternoon sun cast long shadows across the 
woodlands and fields. Heifer Farm in central Massachusetts 
is the perfect spot for an outdoor prayer service, not only 
because the location is inherently beautiful, but also because 
the mission of Heifer International – to end poverty and 
hunger through sustainable community development – so 
closely aligns with our mission as Christians to respond to 
the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.

After listening to readings from the Book of Genesis, 
Meister Eckhart, and Wendell Berry, and after confessing 
our alienation from the Earth and receiving an assurance 
of God’s pardon, we listened as Christina Leano, a leader in 
the Global Catholic Climate Movement, read “A Christian 
prayer in union with creation,” from Pope Francis’ encyclical, 
Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common Home.

Then it was time to renew our individual commitment to the 
Earth and to make our own personal pledge. I stepped to the 
microphone. Here is what I said.
“O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us to 
protect all life…”

These words of Pope Francis express our deep yearning, as 
people of faith, to safeguard the world that God entrusted 
to our care. We didn’t choose the date for this prayer service 
because it was the first Sunday after a long and painful 
election process. We chose it because it happened to be the 
date when top Christian leaders from across Massachusetts 
were available to come. But I can’t think of a better day to 
reaffirm our steadfast commitment as Christians to be 
reconcilers and justice-seekers, people who are willing to 
take action, just as Noah did, to protect life on this planet.

I know that many of us feel tired and shaken to the bone. 
Yet here we are – sturdy, resilient souls sitting outside on a 
hillside on a November afternoon, in the company of five 
leaders of the Churches in Massachusetts: Bishop Doug 
Fisher (Episcopal Diocese of Western Mass.); Bishop Alan 
Gates (Episcopal Diocese of Mass.); Jim Antal (Conference 

Minister and President, Mass. Conference, United 
Church of Christ); Bishop Jim Hazelwood (New 
England Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America); and Fr. Richard Reidy (Vicar General, 
Catholic Diocese of Worcester), who is representing 
Bishop Robert McManus, away in Baltimore for the 
annual fall meeting of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops.

We represent different branches of the Jesus 
Movement, but we are united in a single Christian 
mission. We are here to say that we know who we 
are: people made in the image and likeness of God; 
people sent out into the world to bear witness to 
the love of God in Jesus Christ. We are not willing 
to settle for a world ruined by catastrophic climate 
change. We are not willing to stand by and let the seas 
rise and let the ice caps melt and let people’s homes 
and livelihoods be destroyed by extreme storms. We 
are not willing to keep burning fossil fuels at present 
rates, to let “business as usual” run its course and to 
leave a ruined world to our children.

We are here because we know we live in precarious 
times. The word “precarious” derives from the word 

Below: The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal
Photo: Robert A. Jonas
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for “prayer,” so first and foremost we are here to pray, to feel 
God’s presence and to seek God’s guidance. After the flood, 
God made a covenant with every living creature for all time, 
and put a rainbow in the sky as a sign of God’s unfailing love 
for all creation. When we act and advocate in service of God’s 
creation – when we hold in our hearts the future generations 
who are counting on us to leave them a habitable world – we 
do so in the presence and power of a divine love that will 
never let us go.

Today we have an opportunity to respond to God’s covenant. 
In a moment I will invite each of us to make a pledge, to 
make a commitment to stand up and stand together to 
protect God’s creation and to address climate change. We’ve 
created a pledge card to help you organize your thoughts 
about what you might feel led to do.
In a time when our country is so deeply divided, we intend to 
keep listening to each other. And we intend to keep listening 
to the Earth. As my husband, Robert Jonas, likes to say, “The 
critters are looking to you, and they are hoping for the best.”

After the homily, pledge cards with green ribbons were 
distributed to the congregation. Four religious leaders 
rose from their seats and took a stand at each corner of the 
congregation to express their support. Making promises is 
not easy when you intend to keep them.
I began the ceremony by reading the opening statement of 
the pledge: We are the Earth…I am the Earth…What I do 
matters…This is what I am called to commit to now.
Bishop Alan Gates read the section on prayer:
I pledge to Pray… I will pray for the earth, for humanity, and 
for guidance in my own life and practice so that I live more 
gently on the earth. In particular, I pledge to….
Here he said aloud his own commitment regarding communal 
prayer. He pledged to encourage congregations in the 
Diocese of Massachusetts to include the additional question 
in our Baptismal Covenant that General Convention recently 
authorized for trial use. Whenever Episcopalians renew our 
baptismal vows – the vows that express our commitment 
to follow Jesus – we are now invited to name and accept a 
crucial aspect of our mission, our responsibility as baptized 
Christians to care for God’s creation. We are asked: “Will 
you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the 
beauty and integrity of all creation?” And we answer: “I will, 
with God’s help.”

Then followed a period of silence, as members of the 
congregation reflected on their own commitment to pray 
for the Earth.

Bishop Jim Hazelwood read the section on learning:
I pledge to Learn… I will learn more about creation 
care, about the climate crisis, and about how my 
choices make a difference in my life, my community 
and the world. In particular, I pledge to…
Here he pledged to read a book about the climate 
crisis – and there are many fine options to choose 
from, such as Bill McKibben’s Earth and Naomi 
Klein’s This Changes Everything. In the silence that 
followed, the congregation bent over their pledge 
cards, jotting down their own commitments to learn.
Then Bishop Doug Fisher read the section on action:
I pledge to Act… I will make changes in my own 
life to reduce my carbon footprint and to conserve 
natural resources. I will work in my community 
to join or create local opportunities to care for the 
earth.   In particular, I pledge to…

He commented that he drives 35,000 miles in the 
course of a year, and he pledged to get a hybrid 
car. He also pledged to encourage and support the 
churches in our diocese to go green. Again, in the 
silence, we reflected on the actions that we felt led to 
take.

Jim Antal read the final section, on advocacy:
I pledge to Advocate… I will participate in the civic 
and political process, and will vote and advocate in 
places of power for policies that protect and restore 
the earth. In particular, I pledge to…

In a ringing voice, Jim proclaimed his commitment 
to “hold elected leaders accountable when they 
fail to protect God’s creation by educating our 
congregations, unifying our members’ voices and 
mobilizing our bodies in ways that neither the 
legislators nor the media can ignore.”

Below: The Rev. Canon Pamela Mott
Photo: Robert A. Jonas
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In the ensuing silence, we made our own personal commitment to advocacy. The full pledge card (which includes ideas 
for different ways to Pray, Learn, Act, and Advocate) can be viewed and downloaded on the creation season page of 
the diocesan website.

At the end of the pledge ceremony, we turned to someone nearby and asked the person to tie a green ribbon around 
our wrist to help us remember our commitment. I found this small moment especially touching. It is difficult to 
change course, difficult to keep our word, difficult to lay aside patterns of thoughtless greed and waste. Just as we 
need someone’s help to tie a green ribbon around our wrist, so we need each others’ strong assistance and fierce 
encouragement if we’re going to change our ways as individuals and as a society. At the end of the service, led by Fred 
Small we joined hands and sang the rousing anthem, “The Tide Is Rising.”

Just a week before the election, I attended and spoke at a conference in Washington, D.C., on building human resilience 
for the climate crisis. Some of the strategies I learned at that conference seem eminently useful not only in a time of 
climate crisis but also in a time of profound social and political uncertainty. As Bob Doppelt, the lead conference 
organizer, explains in his book, Transformational Resilience: How Building Human Resilience to Climate Disruption Can 
Safeguard Society and Increase Wellbeing, we can develop two basic skills or “building blocks” that help us cope with 
adversity and use adversity as a catalyst to learn, grow, and increase well-being:

• “presencing” practices, such as mindfulness meditation, that ground us and stabilize our nervous system; and
•  “purposing” practices that tap into the core values we want to live by.

Our task is to practice these skills and to build resilient communities – sturdy networks of relationship, 
communication, and trust that can withstand trauma and adversity.

It seems to me that [our] prayer service, “We Are The Earth”, bears all the hallmarks of encouraging emotional and 
spiritual resilience: we practiced the presence of God as we sang and prayed, calming our minds and opening our 
hearts; we tapped into our deep purpose as Christians, as we made our pledge commitments to follow a God of love; 
and we strengthened our bonds of community through our laughter, hugs, and tears.

Yes, we live in precarious times. That’s why we intend to keep praying, to take every action we can, to restore our 
beloved human and Earth communities, and to do so in community, leaving no one out.

Margaret is Missioner for Creation Care for our diocese and 
the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ. 
Learn more at: revivingcreation.org

Left: The view from Heifer Farm, 
Photo: Robert A. Jonas
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Inspired by the vision of the Rt. Rev. Robert Hirschfeld - bishop of New Hampshire and former rector of Grace 
Episcopal Church, Amherst - a Leadership Team representing the dioceses of Province I is planning a pilgrimage on 
the Connecticut River “from the Source to the Sea.” Bishop Rob, an avid kayaker, has spent many days on the river 
and sees this pilgrimage as an opportunity to show God’s presence in the gift of water. 

This pilgrimage will take three weeks - start to finish - but interested participants may jump in at various points 
along the journey. Sponsors are needed to make up much of the cost of this event. A primary partner for this project 
is Kairos Earth. Program Manager, Jo Brooks, is leading the Leadership Team through a twelve-month process, in 
which the spiritual and practical priorities are under consideration. This is, first and foremost, a spiritual journey of 
the heart for seekers who wish to know the God who made water for our blessing. 

During the three-week journey, participants will stay overnight on the banks of the river or in the undercrofts of 
local churches, willing to house the pilgrims. Events are being planned at various places on the river to highlight the 
life of the river in local history, its power to shape settlements and manufacturing. The health of the river will be in 
focus and the need for water universally experienced by all peoples of the earth. Public prayer will be integral to the 
experience. Pilgrimage is an encounter with the sacred as we travel forward. It is mindful motion in the Presence. If 
this speaks to your heart, come to the river of life!

River of Life Pilgrimage
Summer 2017

May 31 - July 9 2017
For more information about 

the pilgrimage, to make a 
donation or to view a short 

promo video visit:

kairosearth.org/river/
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National Episcopal 
Health Ministries 

Conference
Love Your Neighbor As Yourself

The 20th anniversary of the Episcopal Health Ministry 
was celebrated at the 2016 conference in Indianapolis. 
This was the city where EHM was founded. The title of 
the conference was “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself.” I 
quote the Rt. Rev. John L. Rabb, Chair of the board of 
Directors in saying “Health and wellness are significant 
calls in service to Christ and to all people. As part of the 
Great Commandment, we are called to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. This means that active love is tending to 
my neighbor’s health and wellness.” The conference was 
attended by parish nurses as well as pastoral care leaders, 
prayer leaders, mental health workers, hospice workers, 
volunteers and those who face developmental challenges. 
Honestly, to be gathered with such a group of caring, 
spiritual people was a privilege.

I learned so much while I was there. My goal is to bring 
back this knowledge and apply it to my church and my 
community. We covered so many topics in depth, but in 
an attempt to boil down two very full days of workshops 
into an article here, I am going to focus on my highlights, 
my take-aways, the things I can apply to my role as a 
parish nurse.

Shifting Demographics
From the presenter who talked about how societal 
demographics affect our communities, I learned reasons 
why people avoid going to church and reject the Bible 
and how culture reinforces the secular world view. We 
talked about how youth are disengaging in liturgy. One 
lady shared that she works with the youth group at her 
church and they are great doing service projects but she 
cannot get them to sit their butts in a pew. I thought 
it was rather ironic that she was concerned that they 
are not going to church but those of us who do attend 
church are being taught to go out and serve. Younger 
generations no longer believe you have to go to church. 
Many are not being taught that going to church is what 
you are “supposed to do”. So we must give them a purpose 
or a need to go. We must not circle our wagons tightly. 

We must make a permeable circle, invite people in and 
expect change. We must imagine a new kind of church. 
Love God, love people — then do something about it. We 
will never change the world by going to church. We will 
only change the world by being the church.

Substance Abuse
Another speaker helped me to understand substance 
use disorders. She helped me to see how we label and 
stigmatize people who have substance disorders. How 
often we judge them and assume that they have poor 
character or lack morals. They must have no will power 
or they would just stop using. In part, because of these 
assumptions, there is not enough funding to treat these 
disorders. And many people avoid treatment because 
they fear society will label them. I also learned how drugs 
block neurotransmitters and how this causes them to stop 
working. When someone stops using drugs it takes up to 
two years for these neurotransmitters to start working 
again. In the meantime until they begin to work again 
people function under a cloud of fear, pain and suffering. 
I also came to realize we would never tell a diabetic that 
they can’t get treatment because they are not trying hard 
enough to get better or that they won’t get treatment until 
the stop using all sugar and are clean and dry of sugar. Or 
that we won’t treat them with insulin because they will 
only be dependent on it for the rest of their lives. But we 
often treat substance use disorders this way. I came back 
hoping to change our attitudes.
 
Mental Illness
I learned how important support groups are for people 
struggling with serious mental illness. And how families 
who have dealt with these issues can help other families 
to cope. People with serious mental illness are often 
marginalized and our churches can try to include them. 
Many people with this disease have a hard time with loud 
music and too much stimulation. A quiet church service 
with prayer and soft music can feel like a safe space.

Mary Johnson
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We were given a copy of Richard Rohr’s book Breathing 
Under Water. We discussed the benefits of the 12 steps 
for everyone. Who among us should not make amends 
to the people we have harmed, or to seek through prayer 
and meditation to improve our conscious contact with 
God as we understand Him? We could learn a lot from 
our friends at AA.

I learned so much more and I look forward to sharing as 
much as I can, and finding ways to use this knowledge 
in my church, my community and in my everyday life.

Mary is Parish Nurse and Lay Pastoral Associate 
at Trinity Episcopal Church, Milford.

“We must not circle 
our wagons tightly. We 
must make a permeable 
circle, invite people in 
and expect change.”

Men’s Retreat Supports Community Garden
Simon Fricker

St. Stephen’s, Westborough

The St. Stephen’s Westborough men’s group gathered for a retreat on 
June 18th at the Brigham Hill Farm in Grafton, home of the Community 
Harvest Project, a non-profit organization, which relies on volunteers to 
plant, grow and harvest produce for the Worcester County Food Bank.  
Over one hundred thousand Worcester County residents receive food 
assistance and CHP provides over a million servings of fresh produce 
to local families.

Our day was anchored around prayer and worship with morning, 
noonday and evening prayer with scripture readings focusing on 
spiritual refreshment. In between worship there was work and service, 
Bible study and reflection, and some time for fellowship, refreshment 
and food.

We met for breakfast and started our day with Morning Prayer before heading out into the fields. Our work and service 
was planting summer squash for the farm. Working as two teams, one member of the team went ahead and marked out 
where the plants were to be planted. Another member of the team made holes. Others came on behind and planted the 
young seedlings. Together we planted nearly three hundred butternut squash plants, which will grow to provide 1,700 
servings to our food challenged neighbors. 

We reconvened after work for Noonday Prayer. Then after grilling burgers for lunch it was time for spiritual refreshment, 
reflecting on John 4:5-26, the gospel reading for our Noonday prayer. Jesus had been preaching in Judea where he had 
encountered opposition. Leaving Judea, Jesus goes into Samaria where He meets a Samaritan woman at a well. Jesus 
tells her He gives living water and that He the Messiah has come. Jesus is with us here and now! As one of the group 
expressed it, “This message is a cheeseburger with everything on it. What more do we want.” What more was there to 
say and do? There was Evening Prayer where remembering God’s gifts we prayed “Now as we come to the setting of 
the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” and to go out 
and live the good news. 



ABUNDANT TIMES22

From the Archives

By Karen Warren

Occasionally, an item gets buried on my desk or somewhere in the corners of my office, not to be seen or heard from 
again until the summer months, which is a quieter time, and a good chance to catch up on small jobs that were NOT 
deadline-driven. At that time I turn my attention to those items that have been waiting patiently—mostly items to be 
archived. Archiving, for obvious reasons, takes a back seat to my work for the Canons to the Ordinary, the Safe Church 
Officer, Council, and the Trustees.

So, late in August I cleared the desk down to revealing the actual woodgrain on the left-hand side, and found a small 
envelope addressed to me, dated back in 2014! (I assure you, I had read it at that time but it took a back seat to events 
and projects that took priority, and so it was set aside.) The envelope contained a small handwritten note from Mrs. 
Barbara Hall Wolfe, residing in Connecticut, then age 84. Four tiny, neatly numbered pages were headed ‘Musings about 
Bucksteep, from B. Wolfe, 12/12/14. I re-read her ‘musings’ and it brought a smile to my lips. I thought that perhaps, 
in this crazy day-to-day world we live in, sharing Mrs. Wolfe’s charming memories of summer camp experience might 
bring smiling lips and warmed hearts to others who either share her memories of Bucksteep, or similar memories of 
spending summers away at camp.

Mrs. Wolfe wrote of her 1944 summer @ Bucksteep Manor…

 

‘Musings about Bucksteep’ (Manor):

“Some afternoons I get to reminisce and thought some might be of interest. Summer 1944 there 
were six (6) of us coming from Trinity, New Haven, thanks to the friendship between our Curate 
Lemuel Winterbottom and Bishop W. Appleton Lawrence. The six were: Jean & Barbara Delaney 
(sisters), Mary Mott, Jean Holme, Janet Brill, and Barbara Hall. John Brett Fore was our director 
and his wife was our nurse. My roommate was Ruth Templeton from Greenfield, MA—a whiz 
at the piano. I remember a little Greek girl named Becky, very sweet. Barbara Waterman from 
Athol, MA and I sang in the choir and took turns pumping the organ in our pretty chapel with 
no electricity. About our swimming pool—it was created when a local farmer built a dam to hold 
back the melting snow and at the appropriate time opened the sluice gates! Voila! Our pool! 
Always cold. We were encouraged to take a dip before breakfast. Believe me that woke us up. Just 
ask Andy Parke, my counselor.

 All for now. B. Wolfe.”

Mrs. Wolfe has contributed to the Diocesan Archives: black/white photos, post cards, a reunion program, and other 
items from her time at Bucksteep. 
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Convention themes are becoming more integral to expressing something 
true about our holy work in WMA. Last year we were “fanning the flames,” 
and this year we “return to purpose.” This theme has my imagination 
spinning off in several directions. First, I am reminded of the period in 
the second half of the 20th century when the liturgical churches sought 
to reclaim the worship of the patristic age. It was a return to the earliest 
sources – Hippolytus, Origen, Irenaeus, and Egeria – in order to strip away 
the accretions of two millennia and reclaim what is most authentic to the 
tradition. It worked out really well for the Church. We got lots of really good 
stuff back – the Baptismal Covenant, the Easter Vigil, the primacy of the 
Sunday Eucharist and much, much more. The 1979 BCP was the result of 
that mammoth undertaking. We continue to be shaped by these rites and 
prayers. We go forth certain that we are all ministers of the Church and 
bearers of Good News. 

So what does it mean for us to return to purpose now?  What does that look 
like? The Bishop’s Address makes it clear that it has everything to do with 
prayer – private, communal and public. I think we are pretty good at the first 
two, but public prayer is new for us. This issue of Abundant Times contains 
four examples of how Episcopalians gathered in public to pray about 
addiction, to pray for wisdom, to bless what was desecrated and to proclaim 
the sanctity of the earth. I would say we are off to a pretty good start.

I hear a personal challenge in this theme, too. What does it mean for me to 
return to purpose? What does it mean for each of us? I think it’s a valuable 
question as 2017 opens before us. Created in the image and likeness of the 
God we love and serve, we each have something special to do – something 
only we can do for God. That can be daunting if we see it as a singular task, 
but what if it has more to do with how we are in the world? What if our 
purpose is love? What if it’s that simple? (I said simple, not easy.) I married 
someone who thinks exactly this way. She is in good company. The Most 
Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate, has said: “If it’s not 
about love, then it’s not about God.” 

This may be erudite and refreshing in its simplicity, but this is not news. The 
word “love” appears 731 times in the Holy Bible. We come from Love and 
return to Love. Love is the path, the message and the medium. It is all we 
leave behind and the only currency in the Kingdom of God.

It is also really hard to do. But love is what the world needs. Thank God we 
were made for just this thing!
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